TOWARDS  A  SOCIALIST  SOCIETY
It is, however, too late to return to Christianity. It has been
valuable in the past—the best of all religions, since only among
Christian peoples have conditions got steadily better and
slavery has disappeared—but the time has come to realize
that its reign is over: a new morality must be built on the
principle that whatever is useful to the individual is useful to
society as a whole. The universal religion will, therefore, rest
on the only really valid social principle, that of the Golden
Rule and the love of our fellow-men. That will be the " new
Christianity," destined to override both the old Christian
dogmas and Voltairean scepticism.1
Saint-Simon's philosophy shows him to stand in direct line
with the eighteenth-century Encyclopedists, both in their
negation of revealed religion and in their repeated attempts to
lay the foundations of some universal unquestioned belief,
while passing on Christianity itself a more favourable judgment,
seeing in it not an instrument of reaction but the highest con-
ception of the universe of which the human mind was capable
at the time.2 But in his attempt to rebuild society on the basis
of an unquestionable positive religion, Saint-Simon stands yet
nearer to his famous disciple, Auguste Comte, to whom he will
be compared in a later chapter.
*******	*
The spreading of Saint-Simon's doctrines by the little band
of disciples gathered round his deathbed went through three
successive stages : first, a specially created paper, Le Producteur;
secondly, public lectures, put together under the title, Exposition
de la Doctrine; thirdly, another newspaper, the old Liberal
Globe.
The Producteur^ which lived less than a year and was the
work of several hands, presents Saint-Simonist ideas in a still
confused and undigested form; its unity lies in a certain
1	He  did not  agree with Condorcet's view that religion had been an
obstacle to human happiness (Exposition de la Doctrine, p. 209).
2	Renouvier rightly comments on the difficulty of fitting the " backward "
Middle Ages into a philosophy of progress. It can only be done by admitting
that they were reaDy an improvement on what came before, which means that
Catholicism has a certain value, at least as a principle of social organization
(pritique philosophique, X., pt. ii., p. 339).
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